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Volunteered Japanese Classes in Kawaguchi
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Kawaguchi City is a local government with the 34 largest foreign resi-

dents’ population in Japan.

Wishing for locals to get acquaintance with neighboring foreign residents,
also wishing for a harmonious relationship between Japanese speakers and

non-Japanese speakers, [TOMO X TOMO] was born.

They are created form the combination of T&O&M for [TOMO X TOMO].

Hope you all will love them.
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Nice to meet you, we are TOMOXTOMO.
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Let’s prepare not to panic in disasters
We cannot know when, where, and how earthquakes and floods will occur.

In Kawaguchi City, we offer you a map called "Hazard Map" showing the predictable damage range of the disaster, the
extent of the damage, the evacuation routes and the evacuation sites.

Two maps, "Earthquake disaster prevention hazard map" and "Flood hazard map" are distributed at the public facilities
such as Kawaguchi City Hall, public halls, City Branch Offices, Administrative Services Center (in front of Kawaguchi Sta-
tion), Station communication rooms (Nishikawaguchi, Warabi, and Hatogaya station), City Sports Centers and anyone can
get them for free.

Let’s prepare each of us for disaster and discuss emergency plan of what to do and where to meet with family members.

¥ Getting evacuation

The moment an earthquake hits
(DStay calm and ensure your safety
« Protect your head from falling objects (hide under a desk or table)
+ Open a door or window to secure an escape route
- Confirm fire extinguished (turn off the gas at the main. If fire occurs, put out the flames right away)
« Put on slippers or shoes (not to be injured by scattered objects in the room, i.e. broken glass)

©@Before evacuation
« Collect disaster information (with TV, radio, Internet registered mail, emergency broadcasting system, etc.)
* Turn off the breaker.
+ Take in laundry and bedding into the house (not to cause fire from leaping flames)
« Take an emergency supply kit (water, food, flashlight, etc., should be prepared at all times)
- Paste the note to the entrance doors telling where you go (to your family members not at home)

(®Evacuate to Temporary Evacuation Site (mainly parks)
- Cooperate with neighbors
+ Evacuate with caution to aftershocks
+ Be careful about block walls and buildings collapsing, falling objects.

@Evacuate to Primary evacuation site
(In case that Temporary Evacuation Site is in danger) teeeseeevnneesacssesesssesasnsesannn

13 sites including Sports centers : Reference URL: Kawaguchi City
E Disaster Prevention Section

e0cccccccsccce

At Refuge : ) o
Cooperate to run the refuge with the spirit of mutual help, follow the rules of : http://www.city kawaguchi.lg.jp/
community life, and make use of the message bulletin board. ¢ kbn/10019999/10019999.html

.
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Volunteered Japanese Classes in Kawaguchi

After-school learning place for school children

In Kawaguchi, there are numerous volunteered Japanese classes for foreign residents. One of them, “Kawaguchi Kodo-
monotameno Nihongo Kyoushitsu(Japanese language support class for school children)” is a place where elementary and
junior-high school pupils of non-Japanese speakers or whose roots can be traced back to foreign countries can learn Japa-
nese.

The class opens once a week, in a conference room of Cupo-la building, next to Kawaguchi station. At around 17:30, about
20 school children were already presented.

Each volunteer teacher takes charge of a group of several children, and providing Japanese lessons to each one of them
according to his or her levels.

“Tt reads 72\ [sea bream], the name of an ¥ + & « 2>+ 73 [fish], right?” with the interpretation of the teacher, they were
practicing writing Hiragana. Since they differ in both age and linguistic level, it is necessary for them to be given Japanese
lessons separately. Some of them were doing their schools’ homework with the aid of volunteer teachers.

“Children of all sorts of language skills are coming here, from who cannot speak Japanese at all to who speaks it quite flu-
ently” Says Ms. Keiko Shigaki, a spokesperson. She also mentions that more than a few children have problems in writing
or composing essays in spite of their excellent speaking and reading abilities.

The class opens from 17:00 to 20:00. The early hours were full of elementary school pupils, however, from around 18:30,
junior-high school pupils who have just finished their club activities began to trickle in.

An 11-year-old boy who was struggling with grammar came from Liaoning Province, China, this February. When we asked
him “How do you think of this class?”, he answered, “It is fun!”. What makes you think so? We asked, then he answered in a
very lively voice, “Because teachers are sooo sweeeeet!” the volunteer teachers around him must have been greatly flattered
by his comment.

This class employs the system of logbook which keeps the record of each children’s learning history. After each lesson,
teachers enter the details in logs as to what they learned or studied during the lesson that day. This system enables any
teachers to provide continuous lessons to pupils in the following week.

Increasing number of children in need of aid & Urgently looking for teachers

This class for children was first organized about 10 years ago. According to members, as numbers of foreign residents in
Kawaguchi City increased, parents attending volunteered Japanese classes began to bring their children to classes for
adults.

However, teaching children is totally different from teaching adults both in method and subjects that should be covered. In
the course of events, volunteers who felt the necessity of establishing
supplementary Japanese class for school children opened this class.

Today, with more than 50 members are registered, and this number

Name of the class:
Kawaguchi Kodomonotameno Nihongo Kyoushitsu
-Japanese language support class for school children-

Open: Tuesday 17:00 --- 20:00 is increasing year by year. But there is one pressing matter. They are
Place: Cupola M4F, 1-1-1 Kawaguchi, Kawaguchi in need of more volunteer staffs to deal with increasing number of
(1min.from Kawaguchi station East exit) pupils. “No need to be here from 17:00 through 20:00. We are just
Inquiries&contact: wondering whether you could share a few moments of it with us”,
Come to the No.3-conference room, Cupola M4F. says Ms. Shigaki.

Children are required to come with their guardians on

. . . lificati d 1 t ired for this. If
the first day. Do not forget to bring Inkan-seal with you. Qualification and experience are not required for this you are

interested in supporting school children learning Japanese,
please feel free to visit them during the class hours.
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AMBER DROP COFEE ROASTERS
~ Home-roasting coffee shop of rich aroma and original sweets~

Eight minutes’ walk from the east exit of Kawaguchi station, on Shiyakusho-mae Dori Street, you find “AMBER DROP
COFEE ROASTERS”, one of a few home-roasting coffee shops in Kawaguchi.

As you step into the shop, the latest model of big solid Dutch coffee roast machine on your front will catch your eyes. In
the café, each cup of coffee is made upon order by manual drip with freshly ground coffee beans.

“AMBER DROP”, was named after “amber colored drop”. Manager Yasuo Arai showed me “the drop”.

Place ground coffee beans in a dripper, carefully pour over a little hot water from a gooseneck kettle with a narrow pour-
ing spout, steam beans, then slowly continue pouring hot water a little more, coffee drops finally start trickling down in the
cup. When the one third of the cup is filled with coffee, suddenly tricking droplets jump on the surface of coffee, dancing,
circling and glistening. These droplets are “amber colored drops”. They indicate perfect extraction and an essential condition
of delicious coffee.

The couple, Yasuo and Kazumi, opened the shop in June, 2016. Their concepts are to extract every feature of beans from
light roast to dark roast and to serve “limpid amber colored coffee” made of carefully roasted coffee beans.

Living in Kawaguchi, they have been volunteers of Lilia International Cross-Culture Festival for about 10 years and ac-
cepted the guests from more than 10 countries as a host family. Kazumi is active in multilingual international exchange as
well. Their experience with foreign people might be one of the reasons people from various nations visit their shop.

You can always enjoy about 10 types of coffee in the shop. 3 recommended original blends are; “HARMONY” blended for
harmony of sour, sweet, rich and bitter taste. “STOUT” focused on rich aroma and bitterness with refining aftertaste,
“FRORAL” with flowery flavor and sourness like fruits. These names show their features of blending.

The original sweets are also guests’ favorites. Gorgonzola rare cheese cake has dried fig, walnut and black molasses of
Okinawa on its top. Unique sweetness of black molasses excellently matches rich Gorgonzola. Other than this, there are
creamy backed cheese cake, rich chocolate cake, traditional coffee jelly which you can enjoy richness and bitterness, novel
coffee jelly of the original blended coffee “FLORAL”. “Our guests are amazed by the taste of these sweets.”, they said.

The shop is impressive with big windows and Manager’s hand writing signboards . Inside the shop visitors will feel the
strong commitment of owners to its interior decoration as well as that to coffee. Lightening lamps are made of flasks con-
taining coffee beans inside. Cozy custom-made furniture and antique goods collected by the two are settled in the shop.

The shop attracts and connects people of various ages and nationalities. Some guests look for “home-roasting cafe” and
come from distant areas and some are local people. The shop works as a meeting place where some guests exchange their
information of café, some talk about child rearing and some make friends with one another and so on. It seems the shop is
closely connected to the area and its guests.

In the future, the owners hope to hold seminars such as “tasting gatherings” or “coffee brewing seminars” responding on
guests’ requests. We are looking forward to seeing it, aren’t we?

It has been little more than a year since the shop started. As amber colored drops gather to make delicious coffee, the
shop gather visiting guests and make a unique wonderful shop.

AMBER DROP COFFEE ROASTERS

Address: 2-15-4 Saiwaicho, Kawaguchi City =~ TEL: 048-494-9633

Closed: Every Tuesday, and Wednesday.

Business hours: 11 am - 7: 30 pm (café L.O. 7 p.m.)

HP: http: //amber-drop.com/ We also sell beans and coffee equipment at the shop and on websites.
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Manners for bus & train users

~Do you have good manners ? ~

Public transport system is well-developed in Kawaguchi City. This provides people transportation to their workplaces
and schools. Hereinafter is four basic rules and manners to be followed which makes every passengers comfortable in-
side buses and trains.

= Stand and wait in line
Stand and wait in line. Any queue jumping cannot be approved.

= Non-smoking

Smoking inside buses and around bus stops is prohibited.
Smoking in public is considered to be rude in Japan. Some
people have an allergy to sidestream smoke you emit. Use a
smoking area when you smoke.

= No phones inside

Refrain from talking on the phone inside buses and trains.
When you got a call which you have to take, get off a bus or
train to engage in talking in a place where not disturbing
others.

= No music at full-blast
Music is of course upraise us, however, we do not share the
same kind of taste in music. Your favorite kind of music
might be just a noise to others. Put your earphones on and
pay attention that you are not leaking too much sound, since some passengers need tranquility inside buses and
trains.

In Japan, wa-harmony among people is highly esteemed. We are always aiming not to disturb anyone, and sharing
the importance of consideration for each other. It is a pity that this wa-harmony can be destructed by just a few peoples’
insolent behaviors.

Trains and buses are public spaces. For everyone’s convenience, try to follow the above-mentioned rules and man-
ners.
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Kawata Hajime Chief of Multicultural Coexistence Desk

Nice to meet you. My name is Hajime Kawata. "Hajime” is “—, one” in Kanji and surely an easy name to remem-
ber.

I was assigned as Chief of Multicultural Coexistence Desk in April 2017.

Born and raised in Kawaguchi, I am a genuine Kawaguchi native. I have lived in Kawaguchi City for more than 40
years. Now I live in the city with my wife and 2 children, 4 in all. I find Kawaguchi a wonderful city with full of charm
and a very comfortable place to live in.

Such Kawaguchi City has more than 30,000 foreign residents, which makes the third largest foreign residents in the
whole country. I am sure that this will result in the potential of further development of Kawaguchi to be a vibrant city
based on various cultures and attractive features. To that end, the foremost thing for us is to understand each other's
culture and build relationships in which we mutually respect.

I wish this information magazine can help both Japanese residents and foreign residents to deepen mutual under-
standing by introducing cultures and customs of each country, offering necessary information for foreign residents,
explaining regulations and so on for life in Kawaguchi City, then can contribute to multicultural coexistence in the
community.

Our section, Multicultural Coexistence Desk in Promotion of Civic Cooperation, is planning various enjoyable and
useful events so as to understand and exchange different cultures and to provide useful information for living in the
community. Multicultural Coexistence Desk cannot be accomplished only by our administrative office. We would like
to cooperate with you to promote town development of multicultural coexistence. I'm looking forward to working with
you all. Thank you.

Yuan Yingxue Coodinator for International Relations (CIR)

My name is Yuan Yingxue, I am from Xuzhou City, Jiangsu Province, China. Xuzhou City, my hometown, is well-
known as the hometown of Liu Bang and designated as the capital by Xiang Yu in Three Kingdoms period.

In September 2005, I came to Japan as an exchange student. After graduating from university, I joined in a trading
company as an office worker in Japan, then in China, worked at an IT helpdesk for Japanese customers. I lived in Ko-
be in Hyogo Prefecture, Yokohama and Kawasaki in Kanagawa Prefecture. In 2011, I moved to Kawaguchi City in
Saitama Prefecture when my friend advised me to. Though each city has its unique characteristics, I find myself at
home most in Kawaguchi City with its easy access to transportation and a desirable environment for child rearing,
and it is a good place to live in for my family as well.

During 12 years in Japan, I lived as an international student, a working person, a housewife and now live as a
working mom. This experience helps me to sympathize with foreign residents about their needs. Being a foreigner, I
met many people, who supported me and accepted me with warm hearts. So much so that I applied for CIR in Kawa-
guchi City to give my thanks for what those people have done from Apirl 1, 2017, I started to be a member of the ad-
ministrative office and would like to contribute to the field based on mu accumulated experiences.

I will make every effort so that Japanese residents and foreign residents can successfully communicate, accept cul-
tural differences and lifestyles of each other and live together as a member of Kawaguchi citizen and aim to create a
better community. As of Kawaguchi Citizen Partner Station, you might have an image of volunteers. In Multicultural
Coexistence Desk where I am in charge, we offer information with various languages, consultation on daily life and
information on Japanese language classes.

Please feel free to visit Kawaguchi Citizen Partner station.
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*  @High School Entrance Guidance 2017 for Non- °
¢ Japanese Students and Their Guardians &
., Date: October 1, 2017(Sunday) o

13:30 - 16:30
* Intended participants: N
% A non-Japanese junior high student aiming s
© to go to a high school and their guardians, o
. children who at tend to Japanese language )
ﬂo classes and their guardians, also their sup H
i porters. (including someone graduated from o
o homeland’s junior high school and think to go -
H on to high school.) H
° Agenda: ’
°% (OMiddle/high school teachers’ advice &
°% (@Hearing experiences from your &
® superiors (“senpai”) 8
IS (®Separate individual counseling &
o Interpretation service available: Chinese, -
s Korean, English J
Place: Kawaguchi citizens Partner Station,
I Meeting Room 1-3 b
a Kawaguchi 1-1-1, Cupola Main Building, 5
I3 M4 Floor s
Seat available: 90
T Charge: Free ‘)
%  Registration & Inquiry: &
® Promotion of Civic Cooperation section, &
] Multicultural Co-existence subsection, )
ﬂo Kawaguchi Citizen's Partner Station H
ﬁ% Tel: 048-227-7607 Fax:048-226-7718 H
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