ENWEETFAPDILL

3 BB 0
N O . X229 (ITHALYIITLRAZAND
34T 201 843H

2018.4.1 "%

e 3’4
& 5 & 5
PHE<lA KKRALA L31E5L

NREAEBFAD/-HDIFHEE

NHNEANE BANILRBIFAME B2
A= EJAS AT AEA

Newsletter for international friendship and foreign residents in Kawaguchi

o< F
[N =$770%3
»h<b B2 & 3 & o LLiddn
- Il B DOBIERAR Y MAE
+ bRV s

EEW N
’\\ \ - KT BOBTH
VW — 7 fengo 37
© V2 —RORUISEFVOELLD



Jam i RAEIEE
EE e oA fR
WRER

bR =

-BlIfRER

N

-WEER

N BET HH M
By w1 KA R
-BIRE

() = M= =3
(6f) 2= FLM 2= I
() ZH A

CBRT VA

B w1



b <UL

H X H %

»o<H B2 H ¥ & o LD

® Il I DBTERAK Y MBS
AN RSB 5

7hebt A o] Fmol A AN
Hanami-Cherry-blossoms viewing spot in Kawaguchi
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Hanami-Cherry-blossoms viewing spot in Kawaguchi

Approaching of the spring is always associated with the season of cherry blossoms in Japan. People enjoy appreciating full
-blown cherry blossoms, sometimes hold parties under the Sakura-cherry trees. Even newspapers and online news networks
announce “Forecast of flowering times” or “Cherry-blossoms front line” which marked a map with contour lines that gradu-
ally moves from lowland area to highland area as spring makes its way up north. As you may observe, Japanese people are
so much in love with Sakura.

We have many places for Sakura-viewing in the city. Just check it up with “Kouhou Kawaguchi (newsletter)” for more
information. You will also have precise information on the city’s guide map, available at the city office and its branches for
free.

Would you like to take a walk for Sakura viewing this spring with your family or friends?

< Central Area> Kawaguchi Nishi Kouen (LILIA Park) —JR Kawaguchi station ; West exit—
A park stretches alongside the station.
Beautiful weeping Sakura trees along the railway track can also be appreciated from inside the train.
Kids and parents come to have a picnic lunch in the daytime, while you can enjoy the illuminated Sakura trees in the
night time.

<Angyo Area> Saitama Hana to Midori no Shinkou Center —SR Tozuka Angyo station ; walk 20 minutes—
You can enjoy more than 50 species of Sakura trees.
Also more than 2,000 species of garden trees and planted trees are waiting for you.

<Shingo Area> Bunka Broadcasting Transmission Site —SR Hatogaya station ; 20 minutes by bus and on foot—
Temporarily opens during the period of Sakura flowering season.
Enjoy the fantastic view of their collection of 300 Sakura trees
and their contrast with the Minuma irrigation canal.
Also holds Sakura Matsuri Festival from April 6t2(Fri) to 8th(Sun) this year.

<Tozuka Area> Along the Den-u river —JR&SR Higashi Kawaguchi station ; walk 5 minutes—
Rows of Sakura trees lining the river for 2.6km.
Enjoy the reflection of cherry blossoms on the surface of the water.
You will be astonished by the view of fallen petals covering the water surface like a pink carpet.

<Nampei Area> Shibakawa Kouen Park —SR Kawaguchi Motogou station— N
A park located next to the station. -
Sakura trees are also planted along both sides of the river. : !
You can enjoy different varieties of Sakura (Yoshino cherry, Angyo cherry) there.

For further details, please check “Kawaguchi city Sightseeing Route Map 1 -117,
which provides more detailed information for tourists.

* Basic rules for Hanami<herry blossoms viewing *
*Do not break branches, do not climb up a tree.

-Always keep the decent behavior. Do not get tipsy or become noisy. Do not hold Hanami parties until late at night.
-Take your litter home with you. (includes food wrappers, empty cans, bottles)
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How to take out bulky (over-sized) waste

Starting a new school, new job, or by a job transfer, spring is a moving-house season. You might want to get rid of some
bulky pieces of furniture such as desks, couches. Let us explain how to dispose of bulky wastes.

& What are “Bulky wastes”?
Household waste with one longest length has more than 40 cm.

Ex. Furniture (couch, etc.), bedding (mattress, etc.)
#*Umbrella is not included in “Bulky waste”, even if it is longer than 40 cm in length.

Wastes that cannot be collected as “Bulky waste”.
Tire, automobile part, motorcycle, dirt, blocks (concrete, brick, etc.), fire extinguisher, chemicals, petroleum, PC and

other wastes produced from business premises.

Although such bulky items as TV, refrigerator, washing machine, air conditioner, tumble dryer are wastes that should
be recycled in accordance with the Household Appliance Recycling Law. Kawaguchi city is not collecting these items as
ordinary waste. For taking out these items, pleasecontact Waste Disposal Strategy Department (Phone;048-228-5370; Jap-
anese language only) or nearby electrical appliance stores.

@ Have trouble separating waste by materials?

Kawaguchi city’s Web application on “How to separate/take out waste” is available via on-line.
Service is available in Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, Tagalog, Vietnamese and Turkish.

URL http://kawaguchi-gomimaru.jp

On-line information will give you---

+ Fixed days of household waste collection in your area.

- How to separate and take out waste by materials.

+ Notice from Kawaguchi city regarding waste collection and disposal.

@ How to make arrangement to take out bulky waste?
1. Phone 048-251-1111 (in Japanese language only)

Phone the number above and make arrangement with an operator. . Purchase Bulky Waste Disposal Ticket (the opera-
tor will tell you how many tickets you need). Paste the ticket to the waste you dispose and take it out to the place designat-
ed by the operator. Maximum number of items that you can dispose at a time is 15 pieces.

Inquiries : 9:00-17:00, Monday through Friday (except national holidays, New Year holidays)
sk Cannot be collected on the day of your inquiry.

Making arrangement by telephone
(1) Call Bulky waste disposal counter
(2) Confirm with the operator
(Ddate of collection @phone number, name And address @Items
@number of tickets you need (B®taking out place & your collection number
(3) Purchase disposal tickets& fill in the blanks with your name and collection number
(4) Place the bulky waste to the designated place
*No postponement for rain *Do not dump at usual Gomi Station’ *No need of your presence

2. Visit the URL https://eco.city.kawaguchi.lg.jp/sodai/information.htm (in Japanese)

Choose the item you want to dispose, then enter necessary information to confirm your arrangement. Application is
available 24 hours a day. Maximum number of items you can dispose at a time is 15 pieces. Disposal of certain items can-
not be accepted by the on-line application.

3. Carrying-in to a disposal plant

You may also carry in the Bulky waste to a disposal plant by yourself. Please bring your Residence Card or Driving Li-
cense to confirm you identity. No charge for Bulky waste disposal if the total weight does not exceed 100kg at one opera-
tion. However, there are some items that will be charged regardless of the total weight.
Items charged : skis, snowboard, surfboard, windsurfing board, accordion curtain, spring mattress,
folding bed, electric operated bed, etc.

Disposal plant : Tozuka Kankyo Center (Phone : 048-295-0131 in Japanese)

Hatogaya Eisei Center (Phone : 048-281-5043 in Japanese)

Open hours : 9:00---11:30, 13:00---16:00, Monday through Friday(except national holidays, New Year holidays)

@ Where can I get a Bulky Waste Disposal Ticket?
Convenience stores in the city, Administrative Services Center in front of Kawaguchi station, City office and its branch-

es, Community Centers.

For the purpose of reducing the amount of waste and make the best use of limited global resources, we appreciate your
cooperation in giving and taking disused articles among your friends and neighbors.
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Volunteered Japanese Classes in Kawaguchi

Shiba-kita Nihongo Club, welcomes you on Sundays
Today, we are going to introduce “Shiba-kita Nihongo Club”. This club opens once a week, at Shiba-kita Kouminkan,
Conference room. The place is 20 minutes of walk or 5 minutes of bus ride from JR Musashino line, Higashi Urawa station.
The Club opens 13:00 — 15:00 every Sunday, and the fact allows various learners from children and their parents, work-
ers, students to come and learn. Since all the members of this club wear name tags, that makes everyone easier to call each
other by name.

Different learners, different purposes

Some learners bring their own textbooks or learning materials, while others use teaching materials prepared by the
staffs such as workbooks, calendars, newspaper clips, picture books. Learners are not sharing the same experiences in Ja-
pan or purposes in learning Japanese. A seven-year-old boy from China who have been in Japan for eight months is learn-
ing Kanji with his workbook. Next to the boy is a woman from Philippine is learning to read Hiragana. A male learner from
Vietnam who has a few years of life experience in Japan is preparing for the coming authorized Japanese competence test.
Actually, he has already passed the Japanese Language Proficiency Test N2 in December, 2017. A newcomer from Vietnam
was introducing himself in Japanese quite fluently.

Communication activities

Having a chat during a tea break, the atmosphere seems to be quite relaxed. They even have potluck parties on every
occasion such as Hanami-cherry blossom viewing in spring and the year-end party in December. These occasions turn out
to be favorable cultural exchanges. They learn and sing each other’s country’s songs, give gifts to children, even shows off
some secret talents like Karate performing or magic performing. Sometimes they hold farewell parties when a learner
leaves Japan. Mr. Kubo, representative of the Club says, “It has been more than ten years since this club was established.
Being attracted by Ms. Yamada, one of our oldest staff, lots of learners gather on special occasions”.

Always welcoming new learners
Due to the fact that there are few volunteered Japanese classes which open on Sundays, Shiba-kita Nihongo Club at-
tracts learners even from the neighboring cities like Saitama city. Always welcoming people who want to learn Japanese as
well as want to know customs and habits. Please feel free to call on us on Sunday afternoon.
: Name of the class : Shiba-kita Nihongo Club
(on List of Volunteered Japanese Classes; No.18)

Open : Sunday 13:00---15:00
¢ Place : Shiba-kita Kouminkan ;Kitazono cho 11-1, Kawaguchi,

: Phone : 048—266—2613

< Access : JR Musashino line, Higashi-Urawa station. 20 minutes on foot,

5 minutes on bus

Bus; from Higashi-Urawa station Bus stop No. 1. Bus bound for
<Warabi-eki Higashiguchi> or <Nishi Kawaguchi-eki Higashiguchi>
Off at the <Miyashita bashi> stop. 1 minute on foot.
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Soon a New Term Begins
—Entrance Ceremonies at schools and kindergartens—

In Japan, new school term begins from April, and entrance ceremonies take place at each school and kindergarten. In
fact, the beginning of a new school term differs from countries. School term starts in March in Korea, June in Philippine,
September in China.

Generally, new students and their parents attend the ceremony in formal suits or school uniforms. Do not forget to bring
your small tote bag or shopping bag to put your shoes in, indoor shoes or slippers, writing materials. Schools and kinder-
gartens are supposed to give you the details in advance, read and check it carefully before you attend the ceremony.

How the ceremony goes? General proceeding is like this, although there might be some minor differences between
schools. At a kindergarten, ceremony is comprised of opening address, singing of the kindergarten song, speech from the
head teacher, speech from the chairperson of PTA, introduction of class teachers, welcome speech and song from the eldest
students, and closing address. At a school, they take almost the same proceedings including congratulatory addresses from
the managing director, visitors and elder students at the school, singing of the national anthem and the school song, photo-
graph taking.

Now look at a Chinese style entrance ceremony. They do not need parents’ attendance at entrance ceremonies in China.
Ceremonies proceed from an opening address to the singing of the national anthem and the national flag raising. Then the
head teacher, a teacher representative and a student representative make short speeches. While kindergartens usually do
not have school uniforms, elementary schools provide new students with red scarf at the entrance ceremony, which stu-
dents must wear just like neckties.

The PTA is an association participated by Parents and Teachers. In Japan, the concept of the PTA is something like a
group of parents that cooperates with teachers on such school events as sports festivals or concerts. While in some coun-
tries, the PTA members are comprised only of parents of class representatives. On the other hand, there are countries that
the PTA is supporting school activities more aggressively than that of Japan. In China, parents rarely help or participate
in school events, and there is no association like the PTA.

After all these ceremonies for starting a new term, real school-life will begin. There will be lots of notices and newslet-
ters from school or kindergarten, which contain important information on school activities and what to bring on a certain
occasion. When your child brings that sort of notices back home, check the contents carefully. This is just like the way that
parents and teachers communicate via smartphone in China. Also, there are many school events in Japan, and schools
often ask parents for assistance. Do not be annoyed by this, because these occasions give you the greatest opportunity to
observe your child’s school life while supporting their activities. Also, you can get acquainted with other parents, then you
can share the information and problems with them. Do not worry about cultural differences, do not hesitate to take part in
it. If you are one of those parents that are already taking part in it, please welcome new parents with open arms. Regard-
less of cultural and linguistic differences, it is important to try to understand each other. That will lead you and your chil-

dren’s school life to a more comfortable one.

Red Scarf

¥ At elementary school in China, all first-year-student is given a red scarf.
Students must wear it around their neck on their way to school, and during
class hours. Since they are supposed to wear it almost all day, this red scarf
is a proof of being an elementary school student in China.
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Living in the Shibazono-Danchi Complex
—Shiheng Wang * Entrepreneur of IT Company—

More than 30,000 people from abroad are living in Kawaguchi. The largest number is people from China. The year 2017’s
statistics show that the population of Chinese people in the city of Kawaguchi is around 18,000. Mr. Shiheng Wang, 40-
year-old, living in the UR Kawaguchi Shibazono-Danchi housing complex, is one of them.

Used to work for a Japanese electrical manufacturing company’s Beijing branch as an IT engineer, Mr. Wang came to
Japan in 2012. Now, he is running his own staffing agency, assigning IT engineers.

“We are surrounded by business opportunities”, he says. Only two years from the establishment, his company has more
than 50 clients. Also, it reached to have 35 staffs, however he is always suffering from a shortage of hands.

Constant shortage of IT engineers here invited a lot of foreign residents working as IT engineers in Japan, including Chi-
nese. “Unlike people from other countries, it is easy for us Chinese to read specifications written in Japanese, since we can
understand Kanji. However, in recent years, salaries for IT engineers are rising in China, so engineers who want to work
in Japan are kind of decreasing” .

According to the Residents’ Association of the Shibazono Danchi complex, almost half of the inhabitants are comprised of
foreign residents. And most of them are Chinese IT engineers. Mr.Wang and his family moved into this complex in 2013,
introduced by one of his friends.

One of the advantages of living in this complex is children’s educational environment. His eldest child, now in third-year
in an elementary school, is learning Japanese at school, speaking Chinese at home everyday. Furthermore, children can
attend Chinese language class that is held in the complex’s conference room every weekend.

“I like it being here, because we have good environment, air and people have good manners. Geographically, we can get
back to China quite easily”, he said. Just welcomed his second child last year, all four members of the Wangs are making a
comfortable life in here.

(After the interview)

*While answering our interview, he seemed to have been very busy in contacting his clients and staffs
via SNS. As we think of the increasing number of foreign residents in the city, we cannot help noticing
that the problem of the shortage of skilled workers in Japan lying behind it.
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Raise your reuse - consciousness

The month of April, the beginning of a new school term and a fiscal year. What do you do when you find disused items at
home or need something out of urgent necessity?

At the Asahi Kankyou Center, Recycling Plaza, “Asa-ichi Oyako Market (Parent-child Morning Second Hand Bazaar)” is
being held on every 4th Sunday, from 9:00 to 11:45. For the purpose of educating children to reuse our everyday waste in
today’s recycling-oriented society, this jumble sale has started in December, 2005. To set up your booth, you need to meet
some requirements stated below.

+ Vendors must be Kawaguchi residents, and be a pair of school child and his/her parent or guardian

+ During the bazaar’s open hours, child vendors have to attend a workshop at which they learn reuse techniques, such
as scrap wood hand craft.

- Child vendors take the responsibility of reporting the day’s sales to the headquarters.

For further details and rules, please check the city’s website. Anyone can set up a booth as long as you can keep the
rules.

We have to remind you that the participation quota of this Market is only 10 booths for each time. If you are thinking of
setting up a booth, sign up your entry as soon as possible once the application is open to the public.

If you are lucky, a special booth for selling recycled furniture stands among those booths. Each time, around 200 people
come and enjoy this jumble sale and an attached recycled-goods s VI § e 7 ]
shop inside the building. On the day I visited, popular songs & = T e v T _"-Qir;yﬁﬂ / /
nursery rhymes concert, hand-grabbing games, one-coin sales, 3 | AN 6 . Q /-f;,g
bouncing young vendors, all sorts of happy ideas were there. Sell-
ing items are mostly consist of children’s clothes, toys and books.
Trading inevitably involves exchange of cash, so the rule pro-
vides that vendors must make out a receipt for each item they §
sold. In case you found problems about the item you bought at %’_ i - o= =
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one of the booths, the Recycling Plaza will arbitrate between you ) N / 7
and the vendor. Just browsing around and enjoy concerts and iy Gt AN A d
events would be fun. Why do not you drop in on one Sunday ! ' N m— / Q'nn
morning? ".. y /£ 4

Asahi Kankyou Center ; Access/ 15 minutes’ walk from the SR I l;’ ﬁ ® N A
Minami Hatogaya station ; or, take a bus from JR Kawaguchi — I . i
station, East exit, get off at “Asahi Kankyou Center” stop. For FEES
further details, rules or other ways of access, please check our
website.

Asahi Kankyou Center, Recycling Plaza
TEL:048-228-5306 FAX:048-223-6480
Inquiries : 8:30 ~17:15, includes Saturday & Sunday
(except national holidays, New Year holidays)
Website https://www.city.kawaguchi.lg.jp/soshiki/01100/090/index.html




