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Report from “the 3rd Kawaguchi-Hatogaya Post-towns Nikkou Onarimichi Festival”

“Nikkou Onarimichi Festival” is held every four years in Kawaguchi city. The Festival reconstructs a pilgrimage posses-
sion (to a shrine) of the Edo period which is about 300 years ago. The 3rd festival was held on November 11th, 2018. This
year, I joined a historical procession and marched around Kawaguchi & Hatogaya Post-towns. Here is my report of the festi-
val, in which I performed as a spearman (a person in charge of holding Shogun’s spear) in the procession.

They were accepting performers’ entries from May to June, so I applied for it via online. The entire festival invited 100
performers for pilgrimage procession and 40 for Genki Kawaguchi - Onarimichi Samba parade, for fee of ¥10,000 per per-
son. This is the only way that an ordinary resident can participate in the festival. Also, cooperative companies that gave a
contribution to the festival hold some participation quota.

In early August, I received the reply by post saying that all the applicants have been accepted as performers. Then, I visit-
ed the city hall within a specified period to make procedures for participation and pay the fee. Through explanatory meeting
in August and rehearsal of the procession in October, we were getting ready for the festival.

On the festival day, we gathered at the Cupo-la underground parking lot next to Kawaguchi station, east exit. The entire
lot turned into a huge dressing room. We changed into our costumes on the tarpaulin spread on the floor. Costumers helped
us out with dressing, though it was a little difficult to move in traditional tabi-socks, hakama-loose-legged pleated trousers,
kimono, conical hat, sword, etc. for I am not used to wear them in my daily life.

After putting on costumes, we went out to the Cupo-la place and waited in lines in groups. There, we took commemorative
photographs with Mr. Ryuji Harada, an actor who took the role of Shogun, and Onarihime-princesses of Kawaguchi city
(three finalists chosen by Kawaguchi Onarihime-princess contest). There also were lots of spectators around the place
watching us.

Under a cloudless sky, the departing ceremony started. “From the moment we have decided the festival shall be on today,
it has been promised to be a fine day!” The Mayor made such a fascinated speech to get the audience to laugh, followed by
the rhythmical Japanese drum performance. Both invigorated every performer.

After the departing ceremony, we got back to the underground parking lot and waited for the parade to start. When I went
up to the Cupo-la place again, the atmosphere surrounding the place seemed completely different. There were lots of people
on the roadside, waiting patiently for the festival to start.

The procession was full of fantastic ideas such as Koshimoto (Lady’s maids. Attend Ladies in noble houses) samba dancers
leading the performers, procession of historical figures associated with Kawaguchi, and reconstruction of Torimonocho
(Detective story of Edo period. Log of investigation, arresting, etc.) by professional actors performing as Doushin-police con-
stables.

There was a Hasamibako (Lacquered travelling box for Daimyo (feudal lord)’s official travels carried at the top of a pole)
holder in my group. “What is inside that?” He has got attentions like that from a lady spectator on the roadside.

I hold the spear with both hands, walked carefully step by step keeping its best three-dimensional position on Honcho
Odori street. Roadside spectators gave us warm smiles and encouragements, also taking photos of us.

After finishing our procession in Kawaguchi part, performers took SR (subway) from Kawaguchi-motogou to Hatogaya, in
which another historical Hatogaya Post-town used to be. It was quite a spectacular for other passengers in the train to see
people in Edo period costume barging into a subway, one of the modern conveniences. It was just like people of Edo period
had been transported through time into today.

The procession continued again in Hatogaya Post-town. Streets were much narrower than those in Kawaguchi, so, we
could feel roadside people much closer and that was what I found the most
fascinating. We could see every face of them, were also encouraged “Good
job, buddies!” from them.

I also had a chance to interview one of the participants, Mr. Samuel Ishi-
kawa, a Nigerian British. He participated in this festival as a member of
_ one of the cooperative companies. “I enjoyed wearing kimono today. Catered
Bento was nice, and it was good that we could take lots of breaks during the
festival,” It also appeared to be a good opportunity for foreign residents to
experience a touch of Japanese culture.

For me, it was so grateful to have encouragements from roadside people.
Also, people in charge of costume dressing, security, traffic, meals, etc. I
could not help but appreciating to those who supported this festival. To my
sole regret, I have missed seeing the procession of the Shogun and princess-
es. I can say that it has become an unforgettable experience to me, walking
on the main street of Kawaguchi. Why do not you consider taking part in
the next Nikkou Onarimichi Festival that will be held in four years?
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“Kiraku-yu”, Sento—Public Bathhouse in Kawaguchi

Do you know Sento? Have you ever used one?

Sento is a public bathhouse with huge bathtubs in both sections for men and women. Until about fifty years ago, quite a
lot of houses in Japan had no private bath equipment, so many people used Sento —bathhouse on a daily basis. However,
Sento users have been diminished today because most houses now have their own private baths, so is the number of Sento
has been decreasing. It is not uncommon even for Japanese who have no Sento experience these days.

Sento in the old days used to be a place of communication. Children learned public rules through watching grown-ups
using public bath. In this way, it also served as a place of social education. Above all, Sento is full of charms such as the
feeling of unboundedness given by large bathrooms and relaxation effects from bathing in huge tubs.

There are some in Kawaguchi, but the number is no more than ten. Today, we will introduce a Sento called “Kiraku-yu”
in Kawaguchi 5 chome.

“Kiraku-yu” is a Sento with a historical appearance which was opened over 60 years ago. Although experienced several
changes of hands, extension in the reception area and sauna section, renovation of bathrooms and dressing rooms, etc, it
keeps an old-fashioned Sento style that uses well water and wood fire for bath water. It says using fire wood for heating a
bath makes much softner and less stimulating hot water for human skin.

Today’s “Kiraku-yu” is operated by two young management staff. They take an hour each day in preparation for such as
wood-chopping, boiler stoking and cleaning. Wood sticks are all from recycled woods from old houses and furniture.

Also, “Kiraku-yu” original goods are sold in the reception area. And there are written instructions for beginners on “How
to use Sento’, and “General manner of bathing ” (in Japanese, English, Chinese and Korean) on the wall.

In addition to their long-time regulars, medicated bath events on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday as well as other events
(irregularly carried out) is attracting new and young customers. They also says they sometimes have foreign tourists stay-
ing in nearby guesthouses as customers. It seems to be becoming a new place of communication in the region. “Feel so re-
fleshing in Kiraku-yu’s bath!” ; Just wishing to please as many customers as possible, they repeat try and error every day to
employ new services there.

Those who have not been to Sentopublic bathhouses, who feels nostalgia for Sento, Japanese, Foreign residents, men and
women of all ages, why do not you all try to experience the charms of Sento-bathhouse at “Kiraku-yu”?

How to take a bath at “Kiraku-yu”
Entrance to the Bathroom Bathing and After bathing
(DPut shoes in a locker, lock it. (DFirstly, splash hot water on the body (or wash your
@Buy a ticket from a vending machine (). body using the shower)
(®Hand in the ticket at the counter. @Into the bathtub.
@Go through curtains to dressing rooms for men’s or @ Just relax bathing in a huge bathtub.
women’s section. @Take a sauna or cold bath when you feel like it.
®Put clothes in a locker. (®Wipe the body, then get back to the dressing room.
®Lock the locker, then enter into the bathroom. ®Have some cooling beverages if you wish.

(%) First visitors are recommended to buy a “First Visitor” ticket. Then staff will give you instructions on how to do and on
their services. Also they will give you a Members’ Card which offers various services.

Services and Charge for Bathing at “Kiraku-yu”

Adult-¥430, Junior High School student-¥280, Elementary School students-¥180,
Child under school age-free, Sauna-free

Charge for Bathing

Body soap, Conditioner contained shampoo, Towel, Cotton swab, Moisturizer, Emul-
sion, Hair dryer

Hair straightener, Makeup remover, Face soap, Hair elastic band, Baby tub, Bath
stool

Gorgeous “coming with your hands free” rental set at ¥200 (Micro fiber towel, Dyson
hair dryer, etc)

Free services

Free services for women

Rental services

You will get a free drink on your 2nd visit, “Kiraku-yu” original towel on your 4th

visit. Also, get an original T-shirt in accordance with number of your visit.

Presentation of Charge will be ¥200 on Sundays, Respect for the Aged Day and Welfare Day. (Once a
“ANSHIN-Card” (*) day each)

Members’ Card system

(*)ANSHIN-Card- - -Kawaguchi city is distributing a card on which you can fill in emergency contact addresses, etc.to
residents over 65 of age. Make good use of this.

KIRAKU-YU

Address:5-21-6 Kawaguchi, Kawaguchi city
12 minutes of walk each from JR Keihin tohoku Line “Kawaguchi station “ west exit, or “Nishi-Kawaguchi
station” west exit.
With parking lot available for 3 cars on the premises. Also there are several coin-operated parking lot in the
neighbor.

TEL : 048-258-7689

WEB :www.tokyosento.com/kawaguchi kirakuyu

Open :15:00 ~ 23:00, On Saturday and Sunday, we have morning bath services from 8:00 ~ 12:00.

Close :4th Monday
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Shops in Kawaguchi
Toki Tetsunabeton

There are many Chinese restaurants in Nishi-Kawaguchi area. Nowadays “Iron Hotpot” restaurants, home cooking of
Northeastern region of China, is attracting people. Today, I am going to show you one of them called [Toki Tetsunabeton
(Mzr.Teng’s Iron Hotpot) ] .

Quite a few restaurants are serving Iron Hotpot in Nishi-Kawaguchi area. The most famous is the [Toki Jukushokubo].
[Toki Tetsunabeton], an affiliated restaurant of this, opened in October 2018. They serve the same menu as the main res-
taurant does.

“Iron Hotpot” is like a stew in which various ingredients are cooked together in a large iron pot. A home cooking particu-
larly made in rural districts in Northeastern region of China. On a sign at the entrance of the restaurant says, “Because of
the harshness of winter season in the Northeastern region of China, people often have hotpot meal. Livestock raised by the
family and vegetables collected in the mountain are cooked together in one pot”.

Upon entering the restaurant on the basement, you will see tables with iron pots embedded in. There is no problem with
the menu since it is written in Chinese and Japanese, along with photographs of food. I ordered the restaurant’s No.1 menu,
“Northeastern Farmhouse Hot Pot”.

Staff brought ingredients to the table and put them into a pot. Pork meat on the bone, kidney bean, corn, potato, pump-
kin, they are all stir-fried in the pot, then simmered with broth of pork and chicken. Thick bean thread noodles, made from
bean starch, is added then leave simmering for a while with a lid on the pot.

After a while a staff came over again and throw something yellowish rice cake like food on the side of the iron pot. Those
were called “Yumi Mianbing”, a kind of corn flour buns which will be baked inside the pan while other ingredients were sim-
mering.

Cooked meat and vegetables absorbed rich broth, turned into a delicate flavor. Oth- & §
er than pork, you can choose beef, chicken, mutton or fish from the menu. Also, you {REREE-POT FRAGRANCE
can order additional ingredients such as vegetables, tofu, etc. as you like.

Mr.Teng Xianwei, the chef, says that at first customers were mainly consisted of ‘ieoms (giesis

Chinese particularly from Northeastern region who were craving for their local cui- ®Hi#aERE: "
EMFEERBTT

sine. In due course Chinese from other regions started to come, and then they started LS hEG

to bring their Japanese friends. Today, 30% of the customers are Japanese. “I ex- f¥/7#8

pected only Chinese customers when I started this restaurant. Did not realize at all ww.nnnosrr.
that so many Japanese would come to this place. They, too, pay a compliment on our PR EI L RIS
food”.

wEmE

Most customers come in groups, enjoy eating and chatting by sitting around a large

sosoFUiR (BAJ-BAR
pot. A man having dinner with his family was from Heilongjiang Province. He came T
all the way from Chiba prefecture to have this hotpot dinner. “This is exactly the FER.EHE

same flavor I tasted as a child”, he said, enjoying his dinner.
Mr.Teng says 80% of all the customers make reservations beforehand. “Early reser-
vation is advised. Of course, we understand Japanese”.

OOOOO0

ORI

Toki Tetsunabeton r-fﬁ:;!ﬂﬁr'iggf;';"%
Address: 1-24-2-B1, Nishi-Kawaguchi, Kawaguchi S S AW
Phone: 048-258-8888 ] T Tm—
Open hours: 11:30 ~ next 1:00 ﬂ% ;i:ﬁ% b
Closed: None. S'-- s e §
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National Holidays in Japan

Each year, we have 16 national holidays in Japan (as of the year 2018). But do you know exact details behind each of

them? It will be an idea to understand stories behind them and spend holidays in accord with each purpose.
Offering thanks to nature

“Vernal Equinox Day (March 20th or 21st)”, “Greenery Day (May 4th)”, “Marine Day (3rd Monday of July)”, “Mountain Day
(August 11th)”; some of Japan’s national holidays are associated with nature. Presumably, it comes from a deep sense of
gratitude to all things in the universe which we have inherited from ancient times. Are there any national holidays observed
for giving thanks to nature and one’s surroundings back in your country?
Offering respects to the elderly

Do not you think “Respect for the Aged Day (3rd Monday of September)” sounds like something “Japanese”? On this day,
we offer thanks to the elderly, who had been contributed to our society for a long time, at the same time celebrate their lon-
gevity. I heard that it is rare that a country recognizes a national holiday for purpose of offering thanks to the elderly.

The Opening Ceremony of the Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964

“Health and Sports Day (2nd Monday of October)” was recognized as a national holiday in commemoration of the date of
the Opening Ceremony of the Tokyo Olympic Games in 1964. I wonder whether the TOKYO 2020’s opening ceremony day
will also become a national holiday?

Is it the day of the foundation?

To tell the truth, “National Foundation Day (February 11th)” is not the day where the nation was founded. To commemo-
rate something, we need definite date of the event kept in a record. However, in Japan’s case, there is no definite date of the
foundation kept in records. It says that the enthronement ceremony of the first Emperor was held on February 11th, BC.660,
although there remains much controversy. So, the name of this holiday has been clumsily treated for a long time.

Let us have a look at other national holidays in Korea, China and the US.
Korea and China the Lunar New Year : New Year according to the old calendar

People celebrate this with much enthusiasm. In Korea, firstly perform a religious rite to ancestors. Then have a food called
“Toq”, exchange greetings and spend a pleasant time at home with family. In China, people maintain traditional customs of
having great time with family, setting off fire crackers for celebration, having a feast of boiled dumplings.
China the Fifteenth Day : August 15th of the Lunar Calendar

Second biggest traditional event in China. People eat disc-shaped cake called “Geppei(moon cake)’, since a full moon’s
round shape is the symbol of a happy family. Each year, people take this holiday to travel back to their parents’ home to sit
around the table together.

Japan’s “Fifteenth Night” in autumn is similar but not recognized as a national holiday. And the occasion is not for a fami-
ly reunion, but to appreciate the Moon to make gratitude for the year’s harvest.
Korea and the US  Christmas : December 25th

Celebrate the birth of Christ. Already familiar in Japan, though it is not a national holiday here. Recognized as a national
holiday in such regions as Korea, the US, where have lots of Christian population. In the US, Christmas Day is the sole na-
tional holiday associated with a religion observed by the Federal Government.
the US Thanksgiving Day: 4th Thursday of November

Give thanks to the blessing of autumn. The origin of the event date back to the early immigrants’ first harvest feast, after
their ordeal of reaching America’s soil and given the aide from Native Americans in the field. A parade in NY city is worldly
known, however, most Americans spend this holiday at home with family, having such Thanksgiving Day’s feast of turkey.

National holidays portray historical and cultural backgrounds of each country. Recognizing the purpose of each and get to
know the history and culture behind them will, I think, bring you more meaningful holidays.
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Japanese Classes in Kawaguchi

“Friendship Club”, a place for teaching Japanese language and culture to foreign residents in Kawaguchi, was estab-
lished over 20 years ago. Although members have been changed over the past years, the spirit of contribution to foreign
residents in our neighbor have been handed down from generation to gener-
ation.

Class is open on Wednesday, from 19:00 to 21:00, at Nishi Kouminkan,
close to JR Keihin-Touhoku line Kawaguchi station West exit. Due to its
favorable location of five minutes’ of walk from station and night time open |
hours, learners are mostly consists of foreign workers on their way home. ||
You will have to fill in the form with your name and the length of your stay j
in Japan on the first day. Staff will always takes care of you whenever you
have troubles in Japanese .

Learners will be divided into several groups in accordance with countries
or Japanese levels. The day I visited there were 5 volunteers and 10 learn- |
ers. They employed both one-on-one teaching style and group learning style.

A teacher teaching two Chinese and Two Vietnamese were using one text
book in which filled with questions like “What sort of thing happened to you
recently?’, “What is your favorite film?” etc. To those questions, learners
wrote their answers on their notebooks. For a learner from China to whom
Japanese is a clueless gibberish, a teacher was using vocabulary cards with
photos of foods and corresponding words on them.

Another teacher was explaining hospital systems to a woman from China who have been in Japan for two years. In
spite of her excellent Japanese, complicated Japanese hospital procedures perplexes her. An English teacher from Jamai-
ca was enjoying chat by using both Japanese and English. A gentleman from China who loves Japanese cultures including
ANIMFE and has joined a Japanese company was learning something with a map of Asia.

There also was a group of three boys from elementary to senior high school. All from China, so they were supplementing
each other in Chinese when they bumped into difficult words. Although they had only been in Japan for six months or so,
they seem to have made rapid progress and there seemed no problem in reading, writing, and in their daily conversation.
Since the class opens after dark, they showed up to class accompanied by their guardians.

The class was closed with newcomers’ self -introductions. They all showed brilliant faces after delivering strained
speeches and then was greeted with applause.

From technical interns working at construction sites from early in the morning to students of language schools, colleges
and universities, they each have different backgrounds. Being in such hectic schedules, their enthusiasm of improving or
learning Japanese, I felt, was admirable. I could see it very well that the teaching staff is willing to dedicate their time
with foreign residents and also is really enjoying taking care of them.

Learners and the staff is always welcome. Visit us anytime if you are interested in.

00 PP 0 00 e e 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000RNICOIIIIIIOIIOITL,

Name of the class: Friendship Club

(Refer to No.5 on the List of Kawaguchi city Volunteered Japanese Classes)
Open: Wednesday 19:00 ~21:00
Place: Nishi-Kouminkan2-3-3 Iizuka, Kawaguchi. (56 minutes’ walk from JR Kawaguchi station)
Inquiries & contact: Mr. Tajima (090-5584-7760)
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_ The 10th
A103]
) . o Japanese Speech Contest
ZFpT A A o=l o7t Ao} AvH| by Foreign Residents in Kawaguchi
FHsE
This year’s theme is “What I want you to
o3 glule TUF Astm Ae A, L A Ak know”. Contestants will deliver speeches in Japa-
7, Hu], Axo] & o] & = AT Mabm AL nese on §quects of daily life, foogl culture, leisure
o olm R 51y b o1 time activity, the purpose of coming to Japan and
s Aol dugyrh. A7hAe TE R 5 so on. Also have an interview time in the inter-
yth of & 2 5y o FAQ mission. Please come along and have a fun time
with us.
ol Al : 1 99 9401 (al
@< A 201949 24 242 () @®Date & Time: February 24th(SUN), 2019.
W 12:30 70113200 Open:12:30 Start:13:00
@ & Tltjol (UrebTA1-1-1 FEE}F 43) @Place: FRENDIA

(Cupo-la 4F, 1-1-1 Kawaguchi)
@ Quota:200 seats (Admission free)
@ Sponsored by: the Commission of the 10th
Japanese Speech Contest by
Foreign Residents in
Kawaguchi / Kawaguchi city
% An event with sign-language interpretation
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